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Curriculum Meeting 
November 28, 2018 

 
In attendance:  E. Margolin, J. Kobak, R. Kelstein, J. Menashe, N. Ogievetsky, P. Critti, S. 
Braverman, A. Hertz,  S. Rausch, E. Vaknine, F. Tenenbaum,B. Kurtz 
 
Curriculum Office Update: 

 Supt’s Conference Day (held on Election Day) was well-received. There were many 
pre-planned workshops so that the event was not too loose. Other PD is ongoing. 

 School Board’s Convention- mixed feedback. Workshops included one on school law 
and another hosted by LICEE- Long Island Consortium on Excellence in Education 
(of which we are a member) 

 Tri-State Consortium did their last visit to HWPS to review our special Ed programs. 
They will be returning for a quick review. Our math programs will be evaluated by 
them during a three- day visit in about 18 months. 

 

Michelle Hockhauser- P-12 ELA chairperson. 

 Our ELA program was strong pre-CCLS.  
 We continue to work on initiatives especially to support struggling learners. We also 

want to strengthen what is already in place that is effective. 
 Our goals are high expectations, engagement, collaboration, meeting the needs of all 

students, FUN. 
 RtI Review- required by NYSED for K-5. The plan was written in 2012-13 and needs 

to be updated for many reasons, e.g. indicators of who needs support have changed; 
we have had many opt-outs so we are using the NWEA now for assessment, etc. 

 TC is used by everyone for Tier 1 students.  
 An RtI committee has been formed with both math and ELA programs and 

administrators. Originally it only included ELA programs. First meeting will be on 
Dec 6. 

 District has a wealth of resources. 
 TC for  grades K-8 – they have been very responsive to our concerns and have 

modified their program to include more training for ENL and spec ed teachers. 
 We are now using whole class novels in 5th grade and WMS which was not done 

before. 
 We continue to focus on grammar and mechanics of writing within the TC program. 

 

K-5: there are updated units of study; Chromebook in grade 5; reading celebrations 
after the summer to encourage students to read during vacation; classroom libraries 
which have many student choices. 

 

WMS: #getbooked. We are trying to make reading a social activity. It is an extended 
homeroom activity with a variety of contests; pictures are being taken of students 
reading in unusual places; trying to encourage students to read for pleasure. Will try to 
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coordinate activities with HWPL. “Book Tasting”- looking at books on subjects being 
covered in social studies. The district will buy certain books if students want them to be 
available. 

 

 
HHS:  
 AP and college classes are available.  
 There are now two theater classes for which students can get college credit with 

Adelphi.  
 Journalism is offered every other year.  
 Regent’s results are strong. 
 Book Trial- April 4-5. For 11th grade honors. Book on trial is “Small great things.” 
 Three levels of instruction: Regents, Honors, Capstone.  
 Capstone focuses on research of non-fiction works.  

*It is going strong- we have 4 sections this year. Same teachers have been 
teaching the classes over the past 4 years.  

*10th grade- test at the end of the course which is a seminar course;  
*11th grade elective research- individual work; no exam but  extensive papers 

and presentations which are graded. It is rated by the AP College board.  
*If student achieves rigorous qualifications, he earns a Capstone diploma. 

 Interschool visitation by theater groups which does workshops at WMS and FECC 
 

Other ELA –related information 
 Pre-cursive writing is introduced in 2nd grade. 
 Cursive writing being taught in 3rd grade. 
 Cursive writing is part of 6th grade interdisciplinary class for those who missed it in 

earlier grades. 
 ELA REGENTS being offered in January of 11th grade  

o It is a skills-based test now and our students are ready. 
o It will take the pressure off in June when students have other Regents exams 

to take. 
o Students can retake the ELA Regents in June if they want to. 
o It will help district identify areas where students needs extra help.  
o There are passages and multiple choice questions; there is usually poetry; 

argumentative essay; literary essay for which students need to identify the 
theme and show how the theme is supported by various literary devices. 

 
Next meeting: January 30: Breakfast is served. 


